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INTRODUCTION

The document that best represents and qualifies the work of the 
Directorate General for the Protection of Industrial Property – Italian 
Patent and Trademark Office in 2021 is the “Lines of intervention on 
Industrial Property for the 2021-2023 period” (hereinafter the “Lines”). 
This is a real strategic program that, in order to respond also to the 
invitation of the European Commission contained in the EU Action Plan 
“Making the most of the EU’s innovative potential – An intellectual property 
action plan to support the EU’s recovery and resilience”, was intended to 
outline an organic work plan to protect the Industrial Property (IP) by 
strengthening business competitiveness by facilitating and promoting 
the knowledge, use and spreading of the protection system of patents 
and marks, in order to encourage, among other things, investments 
and technological transfer of inventions from the research world to the 
productive world. 

On the one hand, the proposed strategy is based on the awareness that 
innovation, intended as the application of knowledge with the purpose 
of creating more effective processes and new products or making those 
already available more respondent to the needs of an ever-evolving 
society, is at the basis of most of the economic growth of our systems. 
Consequently, to achieve the well-being of the community, it is necessary 
to encourage the evolution and sharing of technology and knowledge.

On the other hand, this strategy is also based on the certainty that, in this 
scenario, Industrial Property Rights (IPRs) play a crucial role since they 
allow to protect the ideas, works and processes resulting from innovation, 
ensuring a competitive advantage to those who created them; they open 
up the possibility of enhancing innovation by acquiring new markets and 
offer the opportunity to continue investing in the future. 

The document prepared by the Directorate General was subject to public 
consultation in April 2021 in order to collect insights and opinions from 
all the stakeholders involved, from national, European and international 
public authorities, from other administrations interested in this topic, 
from Industrial Property Right owners, businesses, individual operators 
(in particular SMEs, through their respective affiliated associations) and 
consumer associations, universities and research centers. The outcomes of 
this consultation have resulted into the final text of the “Lines”, adopted by 
Decree of the Minister, Giancarlo Giorgetti, on 23 June 2021.

The importance and topicality of a strategic intervention in the field of 
Industrial Property was confirmed by the consensus received from the 
actors in this sector as well as by the National Recovery and Resilience 
Plan #NextGenerationItalia, approved by the European Commission, 
which includes the “Reform of the Industrial Property system outlined in 
Mission 1, Component 2, Digitalization, Innovation and Competitiveness of the 
Production System”, which allocates an extraordinary funding of  
€30 million to the implementation of some measures.

ORGANIZATION 
 
Ministry of Economic Development
Directorate General for the Protection of Industrial 
Property – Italian Patent and Trademark Office

Antonio Lirosi
Director General

Gabriella Pecorini
Division I – Transcriptions and Annotations. General Affairs

Giulia Ponticelli
Division II – Legal and Regulatory Affairs. Opposition Procedure

Antonella d’Alessandro
Division III – Policies and Projects for the Fight against Counterfeiting 

Simona Marzetti
Division IV – European and International Affairs

Saverio Massari
Division V – Services for Users

Francesco Morgia
Division VI – Policies and Projects for
the Promotion of Industrial Property

Loredana Guglielmetti
Division VII – Patents

Alfonso Piantedosi
Division VIII – Trademarks, Designs and Models

Giulia Ponticelli (ad interim)
Division IX – Invalidity and revocation of
Trademarks and validity of Industrial Property rights

This organization was defined by Ministerial Decree of 19 November 2021, 
effective from 15 March 2022 and updated on the date of publication of this 
Report.
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The measures proposed in the strategy, consistently with the European 
programming document, are built around 5 areas:
1. Improving the PROTECTION SYSTEM;
2. Encouraging the USE of IPRs, especially by Small- and Medium-sized 

Enterprises; 
3. Facilitating ACCESS to PATENTS and their knowledge;
4. Ensuring a more RIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT; 
5. Strengthening ITALY’S ROLE at the international level.

During the second semester 2021, the implementation phase of the 
“Lines” started with the definition of the draft law of revision of the 
Industrial Property Code (a reference for the national IP law). This draft 
law, submitted by the Minister in July 2021, after the necessary checks by 
all the Administrations involved, has been recently approved by the Council 
of Ministers (6 April 2022) and the parliamentary process for its adoption 
will soon start.

Last December, the feasibility study of the new technical infrastructure 
was completed which, based on the information provided by the 
stakeholders during the above-mentioned public consultation, will make 
the management of the administrative procedures of the Directorate 
General more efficient and will, above all, significantly expand the services 
offered to users, innovating those that are already in place. 

Moreover, among other actions contained in the “Lines” which have been 
already completed, we should mention the stabilization of the procedures 
to grant incentives for the promotion of industrial property rights with 
an overall annual budget of approximately €40 million and with granting 
processes well-established by now, which are completed within 6-7 
months from the submission of the application for grants.

In the year 2021, the one hundred people who make up our organization, 
divided into nine divisions, went back to work at their offices; despite the 
pandemic, they have constantly maintained a high level of productivity, 
as testified by the growing number of completed proceedings and of 
registered and granted rights, which reached the significant number of 
approximately 139,000 final orders issued at the end of 2021.

From an editorial point of view, this year we have decided to streamline 
this Report, highlighting the main results achieved for each topic and 
referring readers to website institutional pages for any further information. 
Moreover, infographics were used to explain the main data, as well as 
specific photographic documents of headquarters in Rome, with which we 
intended to give the right value to Work and People.

From next year, the “Report” will be available exclusively on the web and 
will be based on a much more immediate, interactive and user-friendly 
communication. In particular, the next two editions of the “Report” will 
focus on the implementation of the “Lines” adopted in 2021.
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THE COMMITMENT OF 
DGTPI-UIBM FOR THE 
2021-2023 PERIOD

The “Lines of intervention on Industrial Property for the 
2021-2023 period” are the guidelines to reading 
this “Report”, since they help follow a parallel path 
along the policies on Industrial Property as defined 
in the “Lines” and, for each macroarea of intervention 
defined in the 2021-2023 strategy, the actions 
implemented during 2021.

Each chapter of the “Report” is a “step” within the 
“Lines” that we can overall consider as a sort of 
strategic “map” with the DGTPI-UIBM being engaged, 
in 2021, to start consolidating their commitments 
in the field of Industrial Property and fight against 
counterfeiting. 

1 Improving the Industrial Property (IP) 
protection system
1.1 Updating sectorial legislation 
1.2 Allowing for the use of rapid, effective, and low-cost procedures 
1.3 Encouraging integration between systems and the development of 

new application services 
1.4 Completing the implementation of the Unitary Patent System 
1.5 Optimizing the complementary protection certificate system 
1.6 Updating the procedure for new plant varieties 
1.7 Promoting the IP culture 

2 Encouraging the use of IP, in particular by 
SMEs
2.1 Ensuring financial support to tools aimed at the promotion of IP rights 
2.2 Supporting access to specialistic consultancy services 
2.3 Promoting actions for the economic promotion of IP rights 
2.4 Valorisation of the outcomes of public research through patent 

promotion 
2.5 Strengthening territorial networks to support enterprises 

3 Facilitating access to patents and their 
knowledge
3.1 Managing access to intellectual property in critical situations 
3.2 Improving the knowledge of essential patents 
3.3 Providing patent information 5 Strengthening Italy’s international role

5.1 Taking an active part in the work of the European Union 
5.2  Supporting the implementation of the Unitary Patent 

Package 
5.3 Strengthening commitment in international organizations 
5.4 Encouraging bilateral collaborations 

4 Ensuring more rigorous enforcement 
of industrial property 
4.1 Getting more information on the fake market 
4.2 Updating anti-counterfeiting legislation 
4.3 Raise awareness of public opinion on the damage caused by 

counterfeiting 
4.4 Encourage synergies between law enforcement operators
4.5 Supporting enterprises in the fight against counterfeiting 

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/LINEE_DI_INTERVENTO_approvate.pdf
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In 2021, the overall number of applications for the grant of Industrial 
Property Rights and related requests reached 186,000 units, 86% 
of which submitted to the DGTPI-UIBM through its online portal; this 
confirms the full implementation of computerized systems for users 
that the Directorate General has been strengthening since 2019 to 
facilitate access to the application filing system and to digitalize and 
speed up administrative procedures.

The studies carried out in 2021 by DGTPI-UIBM, in collaboration with 
national and international partners, continue to show that there is still 
a relevant damage and socio-economic impact of Infringements of 
Intellectual Property Rights in Italy, thus confirming the need for our 
country to adopt and strengthen policies and tools for the protection, 
promotion and valorisation of IPs and the consequent fight against 
counterfeiting.

The ordinary administrative competences of evaluating, granting 
and registering IP Rights and managing related requests are some 
of the crucial steps for the Directorate General to achieve the goal of 
promoting and protecting Industrial Property as a fundamental driver 
to increase the value of Italy’s economic system by preventing the illegal 
use of trademarks, patents, designs and models of our Made in Italy.

1 Patents

In 2021, the number of final provisions issued by the DGTPI-UIBM for 
defining procedures in patent matters exceeded 50,000. Of these, 
almost 38,000 concern the validations of European patents in Italy. 
The number of national patents granted was significant (approximately 
9,000 in 2021), including patents for industrial inventions and utility 
models, which means that, on the one hand, the DGTPI-UIBM is capable 
of quickly and efficiently managing administrative processes and, on the 
other, Italy has creative and innovative capabilities. 

The data concerning the filing of patent applications are equally 
important, as they show a positive trend of companies to invest in 
research and innovation activities in a year, 2021, in which the effects of 
the healthcare emergency of Covid-19 were still strong.

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Patents

Please see the  
IPC Classification

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/brevetti
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/brevetti/brevetto-per-invenzione-industriale/la-classificazione-internazionale-dei-brevetti-ipc-international-patent-classification-accordo-di-strasburgo
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1.1 Patents

In 2021, 11,063 patent applications for industrial inventions were filed, 
with a slight increase as compared to the previous year, which confirms 
the growth trend reported over the last 5 years.

Patents – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

The online procedure was confirmed to be the most widely used method 
to file patent applications, with only a small percentage of applications 
filed by post and with the Chambers of Commerce (Camere di Commercio 
per l’Industria l’Agricoltura e l’Artigianato, CCIAA).

Patents – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Considering the geographic distribution by the applicant’s region of 
residence, most of the applications of patents for inventions filed in 2021 
were from North-West and North-East, accounting for approximately 
60% overall. The percentage of applications filed by applicants with 
residence in the regions of Central Italy accounts for 18%. 

Patents – Geographic distribution of applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

11,06311,007

10,127
9,821

9,668

Foreign
7.6%Islands

2.5%

South
11.4%

Center
18.3%

North-East
28.7%

Nord-West
31.5%

Online CCIAA By post

0.3%2.8%

96.9%

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Human necessities, performing operations and transporting and 
chemistry-metallurgy are the 3 technical sections, identified according 
to the International Patent Classification (IPC) for which in 2021 the 
DGTPI-UIBM received the highest number of applications for invention, 
for a total of 68.8% of the total applications for this type of patent.

Patents – IPC of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

1.2 Utility Models

The number of patent applications for utility models slightly decreased 
in 2021, being 2,013 with a reduction of -19%.

Utility models – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

Also for this type of applications, the online procedure was the most 
used method of filing, with 17% of the applications being filed by post or 
with CCIAA.

Utility models – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Patent applications for utility models also show a predominant number 
of applicants with residence in North-West and North-East, followed 
by a significant percentage of almost 23% of applicants with residence 
in Central Italy. The number of applicants with residence in the South, 
which accounted for little more than 11% in terms of patent applications 
for inventions, exceeded 16% of applicants for patent applications for 
utility models in 2021.

Human necessities

Performing operations, Transportations

Chemistry, metallurgy

Textiles, paper

Fixed constructions

Mechanical engineering, lighting,
heating, weapons, blasting

Physics

Electricity 1.7%

6%

6.2%

6.8%

10.5%

13.1%

26.9%

28.8%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

2,013

2,397

1,9161,968
2,097

Online CCIAA By post

0.6%

16.5%

82.9%

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Utility models – Geographic distribution of applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

Human necessities and performing operations and transporting are 
confirmed to be, also for utility models, the technical sections, identified 
based on the international patent classification (IPC), for which most 
applications were filed in 2021; however, differently from the patent 
applications for invention, physics is the third section in terms of patent 
applications.

Utility models – IPC of applications 

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

1.3 Validation of European Patents in Italy

The activities concerning applications for validation of European 
Patents in Italy, which had reached very high numbers in 2019 – with 
more than 44,000 applications – and in 2020 – with more than 41,000 
applications – have continued to report relevant numbers, albeit slightly 
lower, with 36,192 applications filed with the DGTPI-UIBM in 2021.

Validation of European Patents in Italy – Trend of applications 

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Foreign
9.4%

Islands
5.5%

South
16.5%

Center
22.8%

North-East
24.2%

North-West
21.7%

Human necessities

Performing operations, Transportations

Chemistry, metallurgy

Textiles, paper

Fixed constructions

Mechanical engineering, lighting,
heating,  weapons, blasting

Physics

Electricity 2%

2.4%

5.8%

9.3%

9.4%

13.2%

23.1%

34.8%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

36,192

41,401
44,547

39,55237,657

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Almost all the applications were filed online and this, even more than for 
the patents and utility models, reduced the filing procedures by post or 
with CCIAA which, together, reach 1% only.

Validation of European Patents in Italy – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

93% of the applications for the validation of European patents is filed 
by applicants with residence abroad, while if we take into consideration 
applicants with residence in Italy, the areas with the highest number 
of applications were North-West and North-East, which together 
accounted for approximately 6%.

Validation of European Patents in Italy – Geographic distribution 
of applications 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

1.4 Patent Rights for New Plant Varieties 

Considering the trend of the last 5 years, the number of applications for 
obtaining patent rights for new plant varieties filed with the DGTPI-UIBM 
increased in 2021 by 9 units.

Patent Rights for New Plant Varieties – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

Applications were only filed using the online procedure.

The geographical distribution of applications based on the region of 
residence of the applicants shows a significant percentage of applicants 
from the North-East and from the South.

Foreign
93.1%

Islands
0.1%

South
0.2%

Center
1.0%

North-East
2.5%

North-West
3.1%

Online CCIAA By post

0.1%0.9%

99.0%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

9

3

8

3

5

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Patent Rights for New Plant Varieties – Geographic distribution of 
applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

2 Trademarks

The companies are increasingly aware of the strategic value of 
trademarks as the distinctive sign of a product, a service or of the 
company’s image to maintain or strengthen its positioning on national 
and international markets: this is confirmed by the increase in the 
number of applications for trademarks filed at the national level.

In 2021, 70,916 trademark applications were filed with UIBM, including 
48,775 first filings and 22,141 renewals. 

In 2021, there was a remarkable increase in the number of applications 
as compared to last the previous years, which clearly shows a recovery 
in productive activities following the market slowdown due to the health 
emergency of 2020.

Trademarks – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

The percentage of the applications filed online has been constantly 
growing and reached 70% in 2021, with a far higher percentage of 
trademark renewals (82%) as compared to trademark first filings (64%).

Trademarks – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Foreign
14.3%

South
28.6%

Center
14.3%

North-East
28.6%

North-West
14.3%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

70,916

60,979
58,82758,98258,521

Online CCIAA By post

0.5%

29.9%

69.5%

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Foreign
7.1%

Islands
5.7%

South
15.7%

Center
22.7%

North-East
21.5%

North-West
27.3%

With regard to the region of residence of the applicants, the North-
West reached 27% of the total number of applications for trademark 
registration, followed by the Centre (22%) and the North-East (21%).

Trademarks – Geographic distribution of applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

No particular concentration of trademark first filings is observed in 
specific fields. Among these, the highest percentages have been seen 
in the Nice classification fields of Advertising; business administration; 
organization and business management (9.5% of the total) and 
Education, training and entertainment (8.6%).

Trademarks (first filing) – Nice classification of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

The check and examination of the applications received by the DGTPI-
UIBM showed that 59,960 trademarks were registered in 2021, of 
which 39,096 were first filings and 20,864 were renewals. These figures, 
just like the number of patents granted, reflect the commitment of the 
DGTPI-UIBM in accelerating the administrative procedures thank to 
informatization and digitalization.

2.1 Opposition to the Registration of Trademarks

In 2021, the Directorate General received 1,800 oppositions to 
trademark registration. Therefore, as compared to 2020, a similar 
number of trademark opposition proceedings were started by trademark 
owners asking the DGTPI-UIBM to protect their rights by rejecting 
national trademark applications filed by third parties.

  

6.8%

8.6%

9.5%

CLASS 35: Advertising, business management,
administration, and office functions

CLASS 41: Education, tutoring, training, entertainment,
various sporting and cultural activities 

CLASS 25: Clothing, footwear, or headgear.
Please go to the 

UIBM website, 
section focused 
on Trademarks 

Please see 
the Nice 

Classification

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Nizza/2.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Nizza/2.pdf
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Oppositions to trademark registration – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Almost all the applications for opposition were received online, with 
applications submitted by post or with CCIAA decreasing to 1%.

Oppositions to trademark registration – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

In 2021, 2,267 opposition procedures to trademark registration were 
completed by DGTPI-UIBM, also thanks to the streamlining of internal 
flows and process informatization. In particular, in 2021, 20% of the 
procedures ended with a decision accepting, entirely or in part, the 
opposition, while 65% of them ended with an extinction order.

Oppositions to the registration of trademarks – Procedures 
completed

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

2.2 Historical Trademarks of National Interest

Trademark owners and companies continue to be interested in the 
protection of trademarks registered for at least fifty years or, in case of 
unregistered trademarks, continuously used for at least 50 years, which 
have been used for the commercialization of products or services offered by 
an Italian company of excellence historically linked to the national territory.

In 2021, 218 applications for the registration of a national trademark 
were submitted online to be included in the Special Register of 
Historical Trademarks of National Interest, set up at the UIBM.

Overall, since the Register was set up in April 2020, 230 applications 
were accepted by the DGTPI-UIBM, thus allowing trademark owners and 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

1,8021,814
1,668

1,926

2,564

Online By post CCIAA

0.1%0.9%

99.0%

Exstinct

Accepted

Rejected

Withdrawn

Partially accepted

Inadmissible

Archived 1%

2%

4%

4%

8%

16%

65%

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Oppositions  

to trademark 
registration

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Historical 

trademarks of 
national interest

Please see the  
Special register 

of historical 
trademarks of 

national interest  
on the UIBM 

website

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/esame-della-domanda-e-procedura-di-opposizione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchio-storico-di-interesse-nazionale
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchio-storico-di-interesse-nazionale
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchio-storico-di-interesse-nazionale
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/bollettini_storici/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/bollettini_storici/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/bollettini_storici/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/bollettini_storici/index/
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companies to use the logo “historical trademark of national interest” for 
commercial and promotional purposes. 

3 Designs and Models

In 2021, 1,072 applications for the registration of designs and models 
were submitted, for a total of 24,802 designs therein contained. This is a 
slight decrease as compared to the previous year (-13%).
 
The analysis of the trend of the applications for designs and models 
over the last 5 years shows that in 2021, the number of registration 
applications for designs and models is in line with the average number of 
the five years considered, with 1,183 applications.

Designs and models – Application trend

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

As for the other IP rights, the applications for the registration of designs 
and models have been mainly submitted online to the DGTPI-UIBM in 
2021, although for this type of submissions the applications with CCIAA 
account for an important 20% of the total applications received.

Designs and models – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

With reference to the region of residence of the applicants, the Italy’s 
Central and Southern regions show numbers that are close to those of 
the applicants living in the Northern-Western and Northern-Eastern 
regions, with a homogenous geographical distribution as shown in the 
graph below.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

1,183

1,272

1,139

1,113

1,182

Online CCIAA By post

0.7%

20.3%

79.0%

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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9.8%

11.5%

14.7%

CLASS 2: Clothing and
haberdashery

CLASS 11: Articles of adornment 

CLASS 6: Furnishing

Designs and models – Geographical distribution of applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

Articles of clothing and haberdashery, furnishing and articles of 
adornment are the three classes of the Locarno classification for which 
the highest number of registration applications of designs and models 
were submitted in 2021.

Designs and models – Locarno classification of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

4 Annotations and Transcriptions 

The proceedings of annotations and transcriptions received by the 
Directorate General in 2021 reached the highest number in the last 5 
years, reaching a total of almost 10,000 applications. 

In detail, the number of the procedures used to record any changes 
from what reported in the filing/granting IPR application, or in the right 
itself, or any other changes that do not change the ownership of the 
rights – annotations – exceeded 5,000 units. An equally high number 
of annotations were registered by the DGTPI-UIBM in 2021, with 5,047 
units.

Annotations – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

Foreign
1.8%Islands

5.9%

South
21.1%

Center
30.1%

North-East
18.4%

North-West
22.7%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

5,310
4,9325,001

4,656
4,229

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Designs and 

Models 

Please go 
to the UIBM 

website, section 
focused on 

Annotations and 
Transcriptions 

See the Locarno 
classification

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/disegni-e-modelli
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/disegni-e-modelli
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/226-dglc-uibm/2036095-annotazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/227-modulistica-deposito-cartaceo/2036104-trascrizioni
https://www.wipo.int/classifications/locarno/locpub/en/fr/
https://www.wipo.int/classifications/locarno/locpub/en/fr/
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In 2021, most applications of this type were submitted online, with a 
remaining approx. 5% of applications submitted by post or with CCIAA.

Annotations – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics.

In 2021, the transcriptions, i.e. the proceedings concerning the 
registration of “facts” that affect the ownership of IP rights, with almost 
5,000 applications, reached the highest number over the last 5 years.

Transcriptions – Trend of applications

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

In 2021, transcription applications were also mainly submitted to the 
Directorate General using the online procedure, but differently from the 
annotations, submissions with CCIAA were used by more than 11% of 
the applicants.

Transcriptions – Filing procedure

Source: Database of UIBM statistics. 

In 2021, 3,621 transcription applications were processed by the 
Directorate General.

Online CCIAA By post

1%3.7%

95.3%

Online CCIAA By post

0.5%

11.1%

88.4%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

4,582

3,716
4,1664,2684,265

https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
https://statistiche.uibm.gov.it/
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Italy’s industrial policy, largely supported by innovation and Made 
in Italy as the key elements to invest in to increase the country’s 
development, cannot do without an adequate and modern IP protection 
system in order to remain the main point of the policies.

The protection of Industrial Property rights is the essential basis on 
which to define strategies of IP economic valorisation and prevention 
and fight against the illegal use of Industrial Property Rights (IPRs).

Over the years, the protection of the various IPRs in our legal system has 
been the subject of an ever greater and more precise definition in order 
to keep up with the different requests of the markets where IPRs are 
used and, at the same time, to implement the strategic guidelines and 
provisions of the EU concerning this topic. 

One of the elements that characterized the year 2021, with reference 
to the sectorial legislation, concerns the activities implemented by the 
DGTPI-UBM with the purpose of making procedure of invalidity and 
revocation of trademarks operational by 2023; this procedure, along 
with the procedure of opposition to registration of trademarks, will 
aim at strengthening the protection of IP rights in order to reduce legal 
disputes, with less time and cost spent by companies in case it applies.

1 Industrial Property Code and Implementation 
Regulation: Revision and Update

In order to contribute to the updating of the sectorial legislation, in 
2021 the DGTPI-UIBM prepared a proposal of change of the Industrial 
Property Code (IPC) – Law Decree No. 10 February 2005, No. 30 – which 
also took into account the contributions collected during the public 
consultation carried out in May 2021, for the adoption of the MISE “Lines 
of Intervention on Industrial Property for the 2021-2023 period”.

The proposal aimed, on the one hand, at strengthening the 
competitiveness of the Italian economic system and IP protection and, 
on the other, at streamlining and digitalize administrative procedures.

LINES OF INTERVENTION ON 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
FOR THE 2021-2023 PERIOD

1 Improving the Industrial 
Property (IP) protection 
system 
1.1 Updating sectorial legislation 
1.6 Updating the procedure for new 

plant varieties

4 Ensuring more rigorous 
enforcement of Industrial 
Property
4.2 Updating anti-counterfeiting 

legislation

CHAPTER 2
Regulation of Industrial Property 
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• With regard to inventions made within the academic setting, similarly to what 
happens in most European countries, the proposal is to reverse the so-called 
Professor privilege approach (art. 65 of IPC) so that the ownership of inventions made 
by research staff is assigned in the first instance to the institution they belong to and, 
only in the event of inertia of the institution, to the researcher to facilitate the process 
of technology transfer;

• Possibility to pay the filing fees for a patent application not only at the time of filing, 
but also later, within a month since the filing of a patent application, as it is currently 
allowed in several European countries by the European Patent Organization (EPO) 
and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), with validity of the patent 
starting from the date of filing (and therefore the priority with respect to subsequent 
applications); this means that, if the payment is not made at the same time as the 
filing, the application is not declared as inadmissible or, if the fees are paid at a  later 
time, the date of filing is not considered to be the date of payment, as it is provided for 
by the current legislation;

• Strengthening of the preventive verification of patent applications which may 
be of interest for national defense, prohibition to register trademarks evocative 
of Geographical Indications and Protected Designations of Origin and temporary 
protection of designs and models exhibited in national or international fairs, 
tracing their legal protection to the date of exposure, as today similarly provided for 
trademarks;

• Suppression of the obligations for the CCIAA to transmit paper documentation and 
streamlining of the methods of access and use of the online filing with the UIBM;

• Streamlining of the procedure for granting new plant varieties;

• Direct effectiveness of the registration in the European Patent Registry for all 
proceedings concerning a European application or patent;

• Extension of the use of digital services concerning IPRs available at foreign 
organizations thus allowing, when claiming priority, to specify, as an alternative to 
filing a copy of the documents, the identification codes included in databases that can 
be directly accessed by UIBM to verify their contents;

• Provision for the seizure, on the grounds of assumed perpetrated counterfeiting, of 
products displayed at fairs in order to ensure greater speed and effectiveness of the 
repressive action;

• Streamlining of the qualifying examination commission for the exercise of the IP 
consultant profession and reduction of the mandatory internship period;

• Revision of the amounts provided for by Presidential Decree No. 642 of 26 October 
1972 on stamp duty, in order to extend the use of the so-called digital stamp (that 
can be currently used only for amounts equal to 16 euros and multiples, up to a 
maximum of 5 times).
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At the same time, in 2021, the DGTPI-UIBM was responsible for updating 
the Implementation regulation of the Industrial Property Code with the 
purpose of including the measures needed to coordinate the changes 
which had already been incorporated into the primary legislation. 

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Law and law-

case

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/normativa-pi
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/normativa-pi
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Encouraging the use and dissemination of IP, in particular by SMEs and 
innovative start-ups, is one of the goals that has driven the operations 
of the Directorate General during 2021, through the promotion and 
management of financial support measures for the valorisation of IP 
rights and for the technological transfer of scientific know-how from 
the research system to the productive world. In some cases, these are 
incentives that have been promoted by the DGTPI-UIBM since 2010, thus 
becoming structural measures over the last few years and a reference 
for the enterprises that intend to develop a business strategy based on 
the economic valorisation and exploitation of research results to leverage 
their competitive capacity.  

The strong interest of enterprises in the financial support measures 
promoted by the DGTPI-UIBM to support IP protection projects is clearly 
confirmed by the number of applications submitted under the calls for 
granting financial support and by the short time needed to end the 
financial resources allocated since the launch of these measures. 

Also during 2021, the DGTPI-UIBM published new calls besides 
managing the final phases of the calls published in 2020 for which 100% 
of the financial resources allocated ended within the same year.

1 Voucher 3i – Purchasing Consultancy Services to 
Patenting for Innovative Start-ups 

Voucher 3i – Investment in Innovation – is the measure promoted by the 
DGTPI-UIBM to support the enhancement of innovation processes of 
innovative start-ups by granting financial support to buy consultancy 
services to patenting offered by experts who are members of the Order 
of Industrial Property consultants and Lawyers.

The aim of this measure, which was activated on 15 June 2020 with a 
procedure of application submission, is to support enterprises in filing 
a patent for industrial inventions, in order to enhance and protect their 
innovation processes in Italy and abroad.

Following a peak of applications filed during the first month after the 
launch of the measure, the DGTPI-UIBM observed a renewed interest 
in this measure by enterprises in the month of February 2021 with a 
progressive increase in the number of applications filed every month until 
May 2021.

Application filing for Voucher 3i was closed on 9 June 2021 due to 
exhaustion of financial resources available, for a total amount of  
€19.5 million for the 2019-2021 period.

2 Encouraging the use of IP,  
in particular by SMEs
2.1 Ensuring financial support to 

tools aimed at the promotion of 
IP rights 

2.2 Supporting access to 
specialistic consultancy 
services 

2.4 Valorisation of the outcomes of 
public research through patent 
promotion

LINES OF INTERVENTION ON 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
FOR THE 2021-2023 PERIOD

CHAPTER 3
Promotion of Industrial Property and Support to 
Technology Transfer 



4544

Supporting innovative start-ups:

• During the first phase: verifying whether the invention fulfils the conditions for 
patentability and prior art search for their inventions (Service A);

• During the second phase: initiating the process for filing the patent application UIBM 
(Service B);

• During the third phase, if any: extension of a national patent abroad (Service C).

• 2,263 applications for vouchers submitted (of a total of 5,012 applications filed for this 
measure overall) divided as follows:

- 801 for service A (of a total of 1,912 applications);

- 1,055 for service B (of a total of 2,466 applications);

- 407 for service C (of a total of 654 applications);

• Incentives requested for €10 million (of a total of €21,4 million overall requested under 
this measure) divided as follows:

- €1.9 million for service A (of a total of €4.7 million);

- €5.1 million for service B (of a total of €11.9 million);

- €3 million for service C (of a total of €4.8 million);

• 553 innovative start-ups involved (of a total of €1,411 enterprises involved in this 
measure overall); 

• 3 applications filed on average by each enterprise;

• 21.5% of total applications for vouchers submitted by Lombardy, which is confirmed to 
be the region with the highest number of applications submitted since the measure was 
launched; 

• 37.6% of the total number of applications for vouchers submitted concerning professional, 
scientific and technical activities; 

• 1,980 applications for vouchers were admitted for funding (of a total of 4,287 applications 
for vouchers admitted for funding under this measure overall);

• €8.9 million of funds granted (of a total of €18.3 million of funds granted).
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Voucher 3i – Geographical distribution of applications 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Voucher 3i – Applications submitted by business sector of activity 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.

2 Brevetti+ [Patents+] - Purchasing Specialized Services 
for the Economic Valorisation of Patents for Innovative 
SMEs and Start-ups 

Brevetti+ [Patents+] is one of the incentives of financial support that 
have been successfully tested by the DGTPI-UIBM since 2010 with 
the aim of economically enhancing patents in terms of profitability, 
productivity and market.

This incentive, addressed to micro-, small- and medium-sized 
enterprises, including innovative start-ups, grants funds to purchase 
specialized services of industrialization and engineering, organization 

0.0%

21.5%
% application of total

9.35%

24.56%

28.49%

37.60%

Scientific and technical professional
activities

Manufacturing activities

Informationa and
communication services

Other

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on the  Voucher 3i 

measure

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/operativo-il-voucher-3i-per-le-start-up-innovative
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and development and technology transfer. 
The following SMEs can apply to access this measure:
• Owners of a patent for industrial invention granted in Italy, or exclusive 

owners of a license transcribed by UIBM of a patent for industrial 
invention granted in Italy;

• Owners of a national application for a patent for industrial invention 
with a prior art search report with “non-negative” outcome;

• Owners of a European patent application or of an international patent 
application, with related prior art search report with “non-negative” 
outcome, claiming the priority of a previous national patent application.

Brevetti+2020 [Patents+2020]

During 2021, the DGTPI-UIBM was involved in the different management 
phases of incentive calls published in the second semester of 2020  
(31 July 2020), which included an overall budget of €25 million.  
The application submission was opened and closed on the same day, on 
21 October 2020, due to exhaustion of financial resources, since  
438 applications for this incentive were submitted. 

During 2021, the Directorate General, supported by the measure 
implementing body, followed the administrative procedures related to 
the preliminary examination of the incentive applications submitted and 
the granting of the incentives to beneficiaries.

• 302 applications admitted for funding (of a total of 326 applications admitted for 
funding at the launch of the initiative);

• Lombardy is the region with the highest number of applications admitted for funding 
(19.5%);

• Manufacturing activities is the sector with the highest number of applications 
admitted for funding (47.6%);

• €25 million of funds granted.20
21
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• Encouraging the development of a business patent strategy;

• Promoting the economic exploitation of patents;

• Supporting the competitiveness of SMEs on national and international markets.
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Brevetti+2020 [Patents+2020] – Geographical distribution of 
applications admitted for funding

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.  

Brevetti+2020 – Applications admitted for funding by business 
sector of activity 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.  

Brevetti+2021 [Patents+2021] 

In accordance with the “Lines of intervention on Industrial Property 
for the 2021-2023 period” that are intended to give continuity to 
the calls related to financial support addressed to enterprises to 
support their strategy for IP right enhancement, in the second 
semester 2021 (29 July 2021), the Directorate General promoted a 
new call for Brevetti+ [Patents+] grants with an overall budget of 
€23 million.

Electronic filing for submitting applications was opened on  
28 September 2021 and the financial resources ended in a few 
hours due to the high number of applications submitted.  
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Brevetti+2021 [Patents+2021] - Geographical distribution of 
applications 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.  

Brevetti+2021 [Patents+2021] - Applications submitted by 
business sector of activity 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data.  
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Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Brevetti+ 

[Patents+]

• 433 applications for grants submitted;

• Lombardy is the region with the highest number of applications submitted (20.3%);

• Manufacturing activities is the sector with the highest number of applications 
submitted (48.4% of the total number).
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/brevetti-2021-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-valorizzazione-economica-dei-brevetti
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3 Marchi+ [Trademarks+] – Support to the Registration 
Abroad of National Trademarks by SMEs 

The historical incentive measures of the DGTPI-UIBM include Marchi+ 
[Trademarks+], a financial support program aimed at encouraging 
the registration abroad, both at European and international level, of 
national trademarks, by micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, 
with the purpose of supporting their innovative and competitive 
capability.

The program, with three consecutive versions (Marchi+2 
[Trademarks+2], Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3] and Marchi+2021 
[Trademarks+2021]), includes two lines of agenda of priority for the 
registration of European and international trademarks.

Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3]

The Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3] call - which had already been opened last 
year with a budget of €6 million - was launched again with a budget 
of €3.5 million, in June 2020, due to the high number of applications 
submitted and the consequent exhaustion of the financial resources 
available in a short time which made it impossible for potential 
beneficiaries to submit their applications.

The re-opening of this call was very successful and the filing was closed 
within 24 hours since the call launch, on 10 June 2020. 

The DGTPI-UIBM, with directorial decree of 29 July 2020, funded 
again the programme of incentives to support small- and medium-
sized enterprises to extend national trademarks globally and for EU 
trademark registration (MUE), with a budget of €4 million, also to start 
the preliminary examination for the applications for financial support 
submitted under the previous call Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3] for which, 
as of 10 June 2020, an online protocol number had been assigned, but 
did not receive financial support from the resources initially allocated to 
this call.

Once again, the resources for this call ended on the very first day of the 
launch on 30 September 2020, with 796 online applications filed.

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Marchi+ 

[Trademarks+]

• Encouraging the registration of European trademarks with EUIPO (European Union 
Intellectual Property Office) through the purchase of specialized services;

• Promoting the registration of international trademarks with the WIPO (World 
Intellectual Property Organization) through the purchase of specialized services.
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/marchi-3-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-registrazione-a-livello-comunitario-ed-internazionale-dei-marchi-nazionali/incentivi-marchi
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Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3] - Geographical distribution of 
applications admitted for funding

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Marchi+3 [Trademarks+3] - Applications admitted for funding by 
business sector of activity

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Marchi+2021 [Trademarks+2021] 

On 29 July 2021, the DGTPI-UIBM launched the Marchi+2021 
[Trademarks+2021], with possibility to submit applications from 19 
October 2021 to 4 November 2021 (17 days) when the available 
resources of €3 million finished.
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Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Marchi+3 

[Trademarks+3]

Please go the 
website focused 

on Marchi+3

• 1,191 applications admitted for funding; 

• €4 million granted overall;

• Almost 70% of the applications submitted come from the North, with Lombardy 
ranking first with 285 applications, followed by Emilia-Romagna (177 applications); 

• The industry sector accounts for 45% of the total applications for granting funds. 
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/marchi-3-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-registrazione-a-livello-comunitario-ed-internazionale-dei-marchi-nazionali/incentivi-marchi
https://marchipiu3.it/
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• Procedure for submitting applications exclusively online;

• Change in some specialized services and related maximum prices;

• For Measure A:

- Registration application filing with EUIPO of the trademark for which the financial 
support is requested, since 1st June 2018, and payment of the related filing fees;

- Obtainment of the registration with EUIPO of the European Union trademark 
mentioned in the application, before the date of application submission;

- 50% concession in statutory fees for filing trademarks.

• For Measure B:

- Since 1st June 2018, the following steps must have been completed:

- Filing of the registration application with WIPO of a registered trademark globally 
with UIBM or of a trademark of the European Union registered with EUIPO and 
payment of the related registration fees;

- Filing of the registration application with WIPO of a trademark for which the 
registration application has already been filed with UIBM or EUIPO and payment of 
the related registration fees;

- Filing of a subsequent designation application for a trademark registered with 
WIPO and payment of the related registration fees;

- Moreover, it is necessary to have obtained, before the submission of the application, 
the publication of the registration application on the WIPO international registry 
(Madrid Monitor) of the trademark mentioned in the application.
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Marchi+2021 [Trademarks+2021] - Geographical distribution of 
applications 

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Marchi+2021 [Trademarks+2021] – Applications submitted by 
business sector of activity

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 
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• 1,638 applications submitted;

• The North submitted the highest number of applications, with 66% of the total 
(34% North-East and 32% North-West); 

• “Industry” is the sector with the highest number of applications submitted 
(46% of the total). 
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/marchi-3-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-registrazione-a-livello-comunitario-ed-internazionale-dei-marchi-nazionali/incentivi-marchi
https://www.marchipiu2021.it/
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4 Disegni+ [Designs+] - Purchasing Specialized Services 
for the Enhancement of a Design/Model for SMEs

Disegni+ [Designs+] is the measure providing grants in the form of 
capital contributions for the purchase of external specialized services 
aimed at the enhancement of industrial designs and models in order 
to increase the competitiveness of micro-, small- and medium-sized 
enterprises on national and international markets.

The financial support aims at the implementation of a project for the 
enhancement of a single or multiple designs/models.

Over the years, this program has been very successful in a number of 
editions: Disegni+2 [Designs+2], Disegni+3 [Designs+3], Disegni+4 
[Designs+4] and Disegni+2021 [Designs+2021].

Disegni+4 [Designs+4]

With a total budget of €13 million to improve the competitiveness of 
SMEs having their headquarters in Italy and being owners of single or 
multiple designs and models registered since 1st January 2018, on 27 May 
2020, the DGTPI-UIBM launched the Disegni+4 [Designs+4] call (23 April 
2020) which was closed in a few minutes due to exhaustion of the financial 
resources available, with 428 applications submitted.

Given the great interest shown in the measure, with directorial 
decree of 29 July 2020, the DGTPI-UIBM re-financed this 
financial support program aimed at supporting the innovative and 
competitive capacity of SMEs through the economic enhancement 
and exploitation of industrial designs/models on the national and 
international markets, with a budget of €14 million, also to allow 
for the preliminary examination of the applications submitted 
under the previous call for which, as of 27 May 2020, had been 
filed, without receiving any funds from the resources originally 
allocated for that call.

Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Disegni+ 

[Designs+]

Encouraging the purchase of external specialized services for:

• Putting into production new products related to a registered design/model  
(Phase 1 - Production);

• Commercialization of a registered design/model (Phase 2 - Commercialization).
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/disegni-4-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-valorizzazione-dei-disegni-e-modelli/scheda-descrittiva-disegni
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Also in this case, the call was launched and closed in a few 
minutes, with 403 applications submitted.

Disegni+4 [Designs+4] – Geographical distribution of applications 
admitted for funding

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Disegni+4 [Designs+4] – Applications admitted for funding by 
business sector of activity

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 
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• 508 applications submitted for a total of €20.6 million granted;

• The North-West reported the highest number of applications submitted (42%);  

• 60% of the applications concerns the industry sector.
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https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/disegni-4-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-valorizzazione-dei-disegni-e-modelli/disegni/apre-il-bando-disegni-4
https://www.disegnipiu4.it/
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Disegni+2021 [Designs+2021]

The Disegni+2021 [Designs+2021] call also aims at supporting the 
innovative and competitive capability of SMEs in order to strengthen 
their competitiveness on the national and international markets. This 
financial support aims at purchasing external specialized services aimed 
at enhancing a design/model for putting it into production and/or on the 
market. The design/model can be the subject of a single application and 
must not have received any grants under the previous calls Disegni+2 
[Design+2], Disegni+3 [Design+3] and Disegni+4 [Design+4]. Only one 
application by enterprise can be assigned this financial support.

The call, launched on 29 July 2021 under the actions included in the 
“Lines of intervention on Industrial Property for the 2021-2023 period”, has a 
budget of €12 million.

The call, opened on 12 October 2021, with 480 applications submitted, 
and was closed on the following day due to exhaustion of the financial 
resources available, thus confirming the great interest, also in 2021, of 
enterprises in the incentive system.

• Application submission procedure;

• The design/model subject to financial support must be registered at UIBM or EUIPO or 
WIPO. In the latter case, Italy must be included in the designed countries;

• The design/model subject to financial support must be registered as of 1st January 
2019 and, in any case, prior to the application submission and must be valid;

• Projects will no longer be split into phases (production and commercialization);

• Re-organization of the specialized services that can be funded;

• Change in the maximum amount of funds for some external specialized services;

• Reduction in the maximum amount that can be granted as capital contributions, 
in compliance with the de minimis rule, up to 80% of the eligible expenses within the 
maximum amount of €60,000.
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Disegni+2021 [Designs+2021] – Geographical distribution of 
applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Disegni+2021 [Designs+2021] – Applications submitted by 
business sector of activity

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

1

108
% applications of total

143

281

56

Services

Industry

Commerce

• 480 applications admitted for funding; 

• Lombardy is the regions ranking first in terms of number of applications submitted 
(108), almost doubling the number of applications from Tuscany and Veneto ranking 
second and third, respectively; 

• The sector for which the highest number of applications were submitted was industry.
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Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on Disegni+2021 

[Designs+2021]

Please go to the 
website focused 

on Disegni+2021 
[Designs+2021]

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/disegni-4-bando-per-la-concessione-di-agevolazioni-alle-imprese-per-la-valorizzazione-dei-disegni-e-modelli/disegni-2021-bando-e-apertura-sportello
https://www.disegnipiu2021.it/
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5 Italian Collective Marks and Voluntary Certifications 
– Financial Support to Trade Associations for 
Promoting Activities Abroad 

The Decree of the Ministry of Economic Development of 15 January 2020 
introduced, for the first time, provisions for financial support for the 
promotion abroad of Italian collective marks and voluntary certifications 
addressed to representative trade associations aimed at ensuring 
complete information to consumers regarding the production cycle and 
encouraging the export of quality products.

The year 2020

From 15 December 2020 to 29 January 2021, it was possible 
to submit applications to have access to financial support for 
a maximum of €70,000 for each association for trademark 
promotion activities, under the 2020 allocation of €1 million.

To encourage promotion abroad by:

• Participating in international fairs and exhibitions;

• Side events at international fairs;    

• Bilateral meetings with foreign associations;    

• Seminars in Italy with foreign operators and abroad;    

• Communication activities on the foreign market, also through organized large 
distribution and online channels.
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• 9 applications for requesting financial support for the promotion abroad of collective 
trademarks and certifications;

• Applications for financial support for a total of €453.9 thousand; 

• Upon completion of the preliminary examination closed in March 2021:

- 3 applications admitted for funding;

- For a total funding of €179 thousand;

- Program implementation is currently ongoing.
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The year 2021

On 2 November 2021, the Directorial Decree of 26 October 2021 was 
published in the Official journal to implement this financial support 
for the year 2021, with opening to application submission from 
22 November 2021 to 22 December 2021 to representative trade 
associations, protection consortia and other organizations of associative 
or cooperative nature. Access to funding, for a maximum of €150,000.00, 
provides for promotional activities abroad of collective marks and 
certifications to be implemented within 10 months after fund granting, 
under the 2021 allocation of €2.5 million.

• Extension of beneficiaries with the introduction of protection consortia and other 
organizations of associative and cooperative nature, in addition to representatives of 
production trade associations;

• Increase in the budget from €1 million to €2.5 million per year;

• Increase in the maximum amount of funding (from €70,000 to €150,000 per year);

• Extension of the range of initiatives that can be funded with the introduction of the 
creation of virtual communities to support the trademark.
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Collective trademarks and certifications – Geographical 
distribution of applications

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

Collective trademarks and certifications – Applications submitted 
by business activity sector

Source: Based on DGTPI-UIBM data. 

1

10
% applications of total

• 40 applications for requesting financial support for the promotion abroad of collective 
trademarks and certifications;

• Applications for financial support for a total of €4.3 million; 

• Lombardy is the region with the highest number of applications submitted; 

• 28 applications related to the sector of services.
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Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on collective 

trademarks and 
certifications 

For information on 
financial support 

in 2020 for the 
promotion abroad 

of  collective 
trademarks and 

certifications,  
please go to the 

UIBM website.

For information 
on the change in 

the legislation on 
the regulation 

on collective 
trademarks, 

please go to the 
UIBM website

For information on 
financial support 

in 2021 for the 
promotion abroad 

of collective 
trademarks and 

certifications,  
please go to the 

UIBM website

9

28

2

1 Commerce

Industry

Services

Not available

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/bando-per-i-contributi-2021-per-la-promozione-all-estero-dei-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione/marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione-pubblicati-i-requisiti-per-l-agevolazione-diretta-alla-promozione-all-estero/dossier-secondo-articolo-archivio-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/bando-per-i-contributi-2021-per-la-promozione-all-estero-dei-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione/marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione-pubblicati-i-requisiti-per-l-agevolazione-diretta-alla-promozione-all-estero/dossier-secondo-articolo-archivio-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione/modifiche-alla-discplina-del-marchio-collettivo
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione/modifiche-alla-discplina-del-marchio-collettivo
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/marchi/il-marchio-collettivo-e-il-marchio-di-certificazione/modifiche-alla-discplina-del-marchio-collettivo
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/bando-per-i-contributi-2021-per-la-promozione-all-estero-dei-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione/marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione-pubblicati-i-requisiti-per-l-agevolazione-diretta-alla-promozione-all-estero/dossier-secondo-articolo-archivio-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/bando-per-i-contributi-2021-per-la-promozione-all-estero-dei-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione/marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione-pubblicati-i-requisiti-per-l-agevolazione-diretta-alla-promozione-all-estero/dossier-secondo-articolo-archivio-marchi-collettivi-e-di-certificazione
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6 UTT Call - Financing Projects for Strengthening and 
Capacity Building of Technology Transfer Offices 

The call for strengthening Technological Transfer Offices (Uffici di 
trasferimento tecnologico, UTT) of Universities, Public Research Bodies 
(Enti pubblici di ricerca, EPR) and Scientific Institutes for Research, 
Hospitalization and Healthcare (Istituti di ricovero e cura a carattere 
scientifico, IRCCS) is a structural measure of the DGTPI-UIBM, launched 
in 2015 and in its third edition in 2021, since it has been positively 
accepted by all addressees involved over the years. 

The call aims at strengthening facilities including Industrial Liaison Office, 
Research Enhancement Offices (Uffici valorizzazione ricerche), Knowledge 
Transfer Office, Grant Office, to increase the transfer of scientific results 
to the productive world, by encouraging industrial application through 
the valorisation of patents and expansion of patents.

The players in this innovative process are highly-qualified and specifically 
trained professional resources as well as young people with a university 
degree or a PhD, for whom contractual arrangements have been 
established to ensure their long-term and stable involvement over time.

• Funding Universities, Public Research Bodies and Scientific Institutes for Research, 
Hospitalization and Healthcare;

• Providing tools for internal dialogue and collaboration between the various offices/
departments of the funded facilities for the identification and analysis of research results;

• Facilitating the enhancement process of patents and public research results;

• Creating synergies between the academic and entrepreneurial world through visits 
aimed at the analysis of industrial property and made by beneficiaries of the call to SMEs;

• Increasing information and awareness of entrepreneurs on Industrial Property and 
related legal protection topics;

• Increasing potential exchange of patents and results from public research with 
enterprises;

• Stimulating the creation of new highly-qualified professionals in the world of 
research, including:

- Knowledge Transfer Manager;

- Innovation Promoter;

• Encouraging the inclusion of young people with a university degree in the business 
world;

• Increasing the contractual stabilization of the hired professionals.

Ob
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• 96 projects funded;

• 80 bodies funded:

- 55 Universities;

- 5 Public Research Bodies;

- 20 Scientific Institutes for Research, Hospitalization and Healthcare

• €2.7 million granted to bodies receiving funding;

• 1,226 visits for the analysis of Industrial Property made at local enterprises;

• 748 contracts signed with enterprises, of which:

- 576 with Knowledge Transfer Managers;

- 152 with Innovation Promoters;

• 943 research results to be promoted;

• 27,239 participants to scouting training and information activities offered;

• 140 professionals hired.
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Please go to the 
UIBM website, 

section focused 
on the UTT call 

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/bando-per-il-finanziamento-di-progetti-di-potenziamento-e-capacity-building-degli-uffici-di-trasferimento-tecnologico-utt
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Directly and actively involving the various targets identified from time 
to time - consumers, young people, enterprises, institutions and law 
enforcement agencies - is one of the most profitable ways identified by 
the Directorate General to implement the actions aimed at promoting 
the dissemination of a culture for the valorisation of strategic assets 
and the prevention and repression of the fake market, also through the 
provision of services dedicated to citizens and businesses.

In accordance with provisions of the “Lines of intervention on Industrial 
Property for the 2021-2023 period”, in 2021 the DGTPI-UIBM was 
committed to promoting and implementing a number of information and 
awareness-raising measures, especially addressed to young consumers, 
believing that to improve the IP protection system it is necessary to  
offer also initiatives that help the citizens, enterprises and institutions 
to strengthen their awareness of innovation as a driver of growth for the 
Italian economic system. 

Support to users, training and communication, analysis and studies 
and international activities are the 4 macro-areas on which the DGTPI-
UIBM is focused to increase knowledge about Industrial property and 
to trigger a cultural change aimed at promoting IP rights, preventing 
infringements and fighting against counterfeiting.

1 Sala Pubblico and Contact Center: Services to Support 
Users

After an initial emergency phase due to the spread of Covid-19, which 
made it necessary to reorganize some services aimed at enterprises 
and citizens remotely and to strengthen the activities of first orientation, 
assistance and promotion of Industrial Property titles, in 2021 it was 
possible to offer some face-to-face services at the headquarters of the 
DGTPI-UIBM, with the reopening of the Sala Pubblico for users, two days 
a week, starting from the month of November.

The telephone assistance service of the Contact Center continued 
regularly and, as in the previous two years, in 2021 the information 
assistance service was strengthened through the dedicated e-mail box.

1 Improving the Industrial 
Property (IP) protection 
system 
1.7 Promoting the IP culture

2 Encouraging the use of IP, in 
particular by SMEs 
2.5 Strengthening territorial 

networks to support enterprises 

4 Ensuring more rigorous 
enforcement of industrial 
property 
4.1 Getting more information on the 

fake market 
4.3 Raise awareness of public 

opinion on the damage caused 
by counterfeiting 

4.4 Encourage synergies between 
law enforcement operators

5 Strengthening Italy’s 
international role  
5.1 Taking an active part in the work 

of the European Union 
5.3 Strengthening commitment in 

international organizations 
5.4 Encouraging bilateral 

collaborations 

Please go to the 
section focused 

on Sala Pubblico 
of the UIBM 

website

LINES OF INTERVENTION ON INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY FOR THE  
2021-2023 PERIOD

CHAPTER 4
Promotion of Industrial Property and Fight against 
Counterfeiting 

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/i-servizi/la-sala-pubblico
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2 Training and Communication 

In 2021, the training activities of the UIBM Academy continued, taking 
place online, and communication activities were enhanced through the 
use of digital tools, such as newsletters and the UIBM website. In 2021, 
user visits to the institutional website were 781,923.

Conversely, due to the persistence of the health emergency and the 
related limitations, numerous training initiatives aimed at student targets 
were suspended.

During the year, the DGTPI-UIBM also addressed the implementation 
of communication campaigns aimed at the general public, such as the 
Anticounterfeiting Week.

2.1 UIBM Academy

More than 900 people participated in the 8 events organized by the 
Directorate General as part of the activities of the UIBM Academy in 
2021, for a total of over 100 educational credits issued thanks to the 
agreements with the 3 professional associations involved (Industrial 
Property Consultants, Order of Lawyers, Order of Accountants).

Intangible asset protection strategies for SMEs, co-branding for 
territorial development, value of intellectual property, disputes regarding 
industrial property rights, artificial intelligence and technology protection 
are the main issues covered by the educational activities in 2021.

SALA PUBBLICO

• 83 support meetings (including appointments for the release of authenticated copies).

CONTACT CENTER

• 33,026 phone calls:

- +20% vs 2020 (when phone calls were 27,432);

• 15,342 emails:

- +7% vs 2020 (when the e-mails were 14,323).

Re
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lts

Please read more 
information 

about the 
UIBM Academy 

seminars held 
in 2021 on the 
UIBM website 

and download the 
related materials 

2.2 PatLib and PIP Seminars 

From July 2021, 12 issues of a thematic newsletter aimed at sharing 
information and best practices, also in relation to the PATLIB 2.0 project 
of the European Patent Office, and to convey news on training events 
organized by the Chambers of Commerce, have been created and 
disseminated.

The newsletter has been identified as the most suitable tool for 
enhancing information flows between the various stakeholders with 
a view to strengthening territorial business assistance networks by 
supporting the Patent and Trademark Offices of the Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry, Agriculture and Crafts, Patent Library (PatLib) and 
Patent Information Point (PIP) centers.

2.3 2021 Anticounterfeiting Week

The VI edition of the Anticounterfeiting Week took place from 25 to 31 
October 2021: initiatives, contents and events differentiated by target 
and in-depth topics were held mainly in digital form.

Online counterfeiting and the Digital Service Act, consumer health 
protection and fight against the sale of fake drugs, services to support 
companies that own industrial property rights: these are just some 
of the main topics covered and discussed by experts in this sector 
and representatives of institutions, law enforcement agencies and 
associations of enterprises and consumers. 

The number of partners who actively participated in the organization 
of their own initiatives during the Week was also significantly high: the 
Chamber of Commerce of Venice Rovigo, the Innexta Consortium and 
the Committees for the fight against counterfeiting of the Chambers of 
Commerce of Milan, Florence and Turin.

Please go to the 
section focuased on 

PatLib and PIP of 
the UIBM website

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/comunicazione-ed-eventi/accademia-uibm
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/comunicazione-ed-eventi/accademia-uibm/i-seminari-dell-accademia/seminari-accademia-2021
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/i-partner/centri-di-informazione-sui-brevetti-pip-patlib
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2.4 Ad campaign: “L’originale vince sempre” [The Original 
Always Wins]

In June 2021, the RAI TV networks and the main networks launched the 
ad campaign “L’originale vince sempre” [The Original Always Wins]. This 
ad campaign, created in collaboration with the Union of the European 
Football Associations (UEFA) and the Italian Football Federation (FIGC) 
on the occasion of the European football championship UEFA EURO 
2020, through a communication strategy focused on playing, with some 
absurd and some authentic situations, aims to make consumers reflect 
on the possible damage caused by the fake market and to promote 
responsible behaviors, as stated in the final speech by the coach of the 
Italian national football team Roberto Mancini who recalls authenticity by 
pronouncing the slogan “If it’s not authentic it’s not football. Don’t buy 
fake products. The original always wins”. 

The ad campaign was broadcast again on the RAI television networks 
during the sixth edition of the Anticounterfeiting Week.

• 7 webinars, also in collaboration with partners such as OECD (Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development), EUIPO, LUISS Business School and Censis;

• More than 60 speakers;

• 1,400 views of live streams on YouTube and Facebook social media;

• More than 5,500 users who have viewed the news and programs of the events on 
LinkedIn;

• 3 research reports presented;

• 1 ad campaign (“L’originale vince sempre” [“The Original Always Wins”]) broadcast on the 
RAI television and radio networks and on the social networks;

• 5 Anticounterfeiting gazebos set up by trade professional associations, local police 
forces and the National Association of Italian Municipalities (Associazione Nazionale 
Comuni Italiani, ANCI) in Padua, Trieste, Venice, Verona and Milan);

• 4 local entertainment events organized by Consumers’ Association, which is a partner 
of the Directorate General in the “Io Sono Originale” project [“I am Original” project] (in 
Cologno Monzese, Frascati, Benevento and Rome).

Re
su

lts

Please go to the 
section focused on  
Anticounterfeiting 

Week and the 
special on the 2021 

edition on the UIBM 
website

• 1 30-second video ad campaign on television networks and social networks;

• 1 15-second audio ad campaign on radio networks;

• 2 digital billboards in post format for sharing via social networks;

• 71 video broadcasts of the ad campaign on the RAI television networks from 9 to 18 
June 2021;

• 63 radio broadcasts on RAI radio networks from 9 to 18 June 2021.

Re
su

lts

Please see the 
ad campaign on 

YouTube

Please go to the 
section focused 

on the campaign  
“L’originale vince 

sempre” on the 
UIBM website

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/comunicazione-e-informazione/iniziative/settimana-anti-contraffazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/comunicazione-e-informazione/iniziative/settimana-anti-contraffazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/comunicazione-e-informazione/iniziative/settimana-anti-contraffazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/settimana-anticontraffazione-2021
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/settimana-anticontraffazione-2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAY0k79NL5o
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/comunicazione-e-informazione/campagne/l-originale-vince-sempre
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/comunicazione-e-informazione/campagne/l-originale-vince-sempre
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3 Analysis and Studies

Promoting and increasing knowledge of the fake market to define 
anticounterfeiting policies and measures aimed at fighting counterfeiting 
is one of the objectives of the DGTPI-UIBM that have guided and directed 
the analysis, study and in-depth activities carried out during 2021.

The activity of analysis, promoted by the Directorate General in 
collaboration with national and international partners, has become 
structural over the years, making it possible to build and enrich the 
know-how that guides the actions aimed at the enhancement of 
Industrial Property and the protection of rights from right infringements.

The studies and analyses performed in 2021 in collaboration with 
Censis, OECD and Luiss Business School investigated the various aspects 
of counterfeiting from different points of view, such as:
• the dissemination of counterfeiting at local level, highlighting the 

peculiarities of the fake market and noting the good practices of fight 
and prevention already activated by public and private bodies;

• the economic value of counterfeit products in Italy and the related 
effects in terms of loss of turnover for the production system, loss of 
revenue for the State and reduction of jobs;

• the demand for counterfeit goods in a period of consumer crisis in the 
legal economy caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, accompanied by a 
parallel growing presence of online counterfeit products;

• the socio-economic and fiscal impact for Italy caused by the 
international traffic of counterfeit products, through the 
quantification of imports of counterfeit goods and the measurement 
of the size of the global trade in fake goods that violate the industrial 
property rights of the owners of Italian brands;

• the new regulatory framework outlined by the European Digital Service 
Act (DSA) Regulation Proposal to fight online crimes and the possible 
impact on the main stakeholders;

• the number of seizures carried out by the enforcement authorities on 
the national territory, the quantity and product categories of the seized 
products, the estimate of the average value of the counterfeit items 
seized and the distribution on the national territory.

• 5 studies; 

• 3 collaborations with national (Censis and Luiss Business School) and international 
(OECD) partners.

Re
su

lts

Final report on 
counterfeiting in 20 

Italian provinces – 
MISE-Censis

Digital Services 
Act, Profiles of 

responsibilities 
and strategies of 

fight against online 
counterfeiting of 

industrial property 
rights – MISE-Luiss 

Business School

Study on demand 
characteristics and 
estimated turnover 

on the internal 
market and related 

impact on Italian 
economy – MISE-

Censis 

IPERICO 2021 
Report – MISE-
DGTPI-UIBM – 
MISE-Invitalia

Trade in Counterfeit 
Goods and Italian 
Economy – MISE-

OCSE

Please see the 
section focused 
on Analysis and 

Studies on the UIBM 
website

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Analisi_Comparata_con_copertina.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Analisi_Comparata_con_copertina.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Analisi_Comparata_con_copertina.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/Report_Digital.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/Rapporto2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/documenti/Iperico2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/documenti/Iperico2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/documenti/Iperico2021.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/OCSE2021ITA.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/OCSE2021ITA.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/images/SA2021/OCSE2021ITA.pdf
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/osservatorio-sulla-contraffazione
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/lotta-alla-contraffazione/osservatorio-sulla-contraffazione
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4 Coordination of Anticounterfeiting Policy  

A successful approach to fight the counterfeit market and protect 
industrial property rights requires the joint commitment of institutions, 
the industrial system, law enforcement agencies and consumers.

Being aware of this, also during 2021, the Directorate General continued 
to coordinate the various stakeholders involved in the fight against and 
repression of the phenomenon of counterfeiting in order to promote 
an integrated system for the prevention of infringements of IP rights 
on the physical and online markets, to protect the creativity of rights 
owners, strengthen enforcement activities and protect consumers in 
purchasing choices.

4.1 National Council for the Fight against Counterfeiting 
and Italian Sounding

• Promoting joint anticounterfeiting actions to address the challenges 
and evidence of the socio-economic context;

• Encouraging the necessary synergies between public 
administrations, Police Forces and enterprises in order to define the 
priorities of the national policy;

• Systematize the actions implemented by each player in order to 
optimize the results obtained in the activities of prevention and fight 
against the fake market;

It is along these three lines that the DGTPI-UIBM plays its role of 
Secretariat of the National Council for the Fight against Counterfeiting 
and Italian Sounding (CNALCIS), an interministerial body established 
under Art. No. 145 of the Industrial Property Code. 

In 2021, to ensure that CNALCIS could operate properly, the DGTPI-
UIBM gave a stimulus and technical and organizational support to the 
administrative procedure of designation of the members of the Council: 
members and representatives of the Permanent Advisory Commissions 
(Police Forces and Enterprises’ and Consumers’). The renewed Council 
was appointed by Ministerial Decree of the Minister of Economic 
Development on 5 October 2021 and took office on 27 October 2021 
under the Presidency of the Minister of Economic Development, Hon. 
Giancarlo Giorgetti for the 2021-2023 term.

Driven by the concertation and connection work promoted by DGTPI-
UIBM as Secretariat, in the inauguration meeting the Council approved 
an “Agenda of priority measures and areas” for the 2021-2023 period, in 
which four priority sectors were identified from a legislative, repressive 
and preventive point of view, for the growth and development of 
the Italian economy in relation to the threats that arose during the 
emergency phase related to Covid.

The Secretariat, under the CNALCIS, has promoted 3 Working groups to 
identify and implement concrete anticounterfeiting measures in line with 
the strategic priorities identified:
• Repression Working Group;
• Legislative Working Group; 
• Prevention Working Group.

All information on the Council’s operating procedures and activities are 
reported in the new CNALCIS website, which the DGTPI-UIBM updated 
and published in 2021 to adapt it to the “Linee guida di design per i servizi 
web della Pubblica Amministrazione” [Guidelines for the design of Public 
Administration websites].

AGENDA OF PRIORITY MEASURES AND AREAS

AREAS

AREAS

Legislative

Health Protection Online commerce Agri-food Textile-FashionRepressive

Prevention

For information 
about the Council’s 

composition, 
operation and 

activities, please 
go to the CNALCIS 

website

Please read the 
“Agenda interventi 
e settori prioritari”  

of CNALCIS 2021-
2023

https://cnalcis.mise.gov.it/
https://cnalcis.mise.gov.it/images/CNALCIS_Agenda.pdf
https://cnalcis.mise.gov.it/images/CNALCIS_Agenda.pdf
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5 International Activities 

5.1 Expo Dubai

During the second half of 2021, some activities that had been suspended 
due to the Covid pandemic, started to be carried out face-to-face again. 
Among these, it is very important to mention that the Directorate 
General participated in Expo 2020, at the “Italian Pavilion”, which took 
place in Dubai.

The DGTPI-UIBM, on the basis of a memorandum of understanding 
signed with Italy’s Commissioner General at EXPO 2020, set up 
“Italia geniale” [Italian Genius], an exhibition project with the aim of 
representing a real showcase of Italian design, from 7 to 22 November 
2021.

The exhibition, opened with an official ceremony by the Minister of 
Economic Development, Hon. Giancarlo Giorgetti, together with the 
General Commissioner Paolo Glisenti and other local authorities, 
was set up in collaboration with the Association for Industrial Design 
(Associazione per il Disegno Industriale, ADI), the scientific partner with 
which the DGTPI-UIBM defined the concept of the exhibition and 
selected the works to display, Unioncamere (Italian Union of Chambers 
of Commerce, Industry, Crafts and Agriculture) and ITA (Italian Trade 
Agency).

“Italia geniale” [Italian Genius] offered the hundreds of thousands of 
people who attended the Expo an opportunity to share the most creative 
Italian goods and products, accompanying visitors on a journey through 
the evolution and innovative characteristics of the most creative Made-
in-Italy products from the 1960s to the present day, with a look to the 
future. 

The exhibition, which can be defined as a manifesto of Italian industrial 
design, displayed over 60 design objects divided into 5 thematic areas: 
imaginable, workable, relationable, liveable and moveable, which could be 
explored through a virtual catalog that can be viewed on smartphones 
using dedicated QRcodes.

5.2 Intellectual Property Award (IPA) 2021 competition

With 38 applications submitted referring to 216 patents for  
7 technological macro-areas, the 2021 edition of the Intellectual 
Property Award (IPA) proved to be a very successful event.

The second edition of the call, organized by DGTPI-UIBM in collaboration 
with NETVAL, has allowed Italian public universities, national public 
research bodies and Scientific Institutes for Research, Hospitalization 
and Healthcare (IRCCS) to participate in the selection of the best patents 
in the technological areas relating to:

For information 
about Expo Dubai, 

please go to the 
UIBM website

1. future mobility;
2. cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence, big data;
3. green technologies and alternative materials;
4. agri-food chain;
5. aerospace;
6. renewable sources/alternative energy/water;
7. life science/healthcare.

In particular, the largest number of patents concern the life science/
healthcare macro-area (79 patents); 33 patents were submitted for 
the green technologies and alternative materials macro-area, while 29 
patents concerned the renewable sources/alternative energy/water 
macro-area, followed by 27 patents on the agri-food chain macro-area, 
19 for future mobility, 17 for cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence, big data 
and 12 for aerospace.

For the 5 best patents, selected by a special commission, the new 
technologies which were patented were presented within the events of 
Expo 2020.

5.3 European and international Cooperation 

In 2021, the DGTPI - UIBM actively took part in the meetings and 
institutional initiatives, at European and international level, on a 
multilateral and bilateral level, dedicated to the issues of Industrial 
Property, with particular attention to the needs of SMEs and to measures 
focused on their support, to face the challenges of the pandemic.

In particular, at EU level, both in Council and in European Commission 
collaboration frameworks, the Directorate ensured the participation in 
the sessions of the Working Group on Industrial Property, the Expert 
Group on Industrial Property Policy (GIPP), and in TRIPs informal 
meetings. Specifically, attention was drawn to the following files: EU 
legislation on geographical indications for manufacturing and artisanal 
products, the issues related to the TRIPs Agreement and the WTO 
negotiation on the moratorium for patents for the treatment of Covid19, 
the negotiation on Digital Services Act (DSA), as well as the various EU 
initiatives launched in support of SMEs in Europe.

As part of the annual bilateral cooperation agreement with the EUIPO, 
the Directorate participated in the numerous initiatives promoted within 
the framework of the European Union Intellectual Property Network 
(EUIPN), aimed at promoting the registration of EU trademarks and EU 
designs, the use of EUIPO online databases and tools, as well as the 
adoption of common practices for the convergence of administrative 
procedures. EUIPO was also supported in promoting the new European 
Fund “Ideas Powered for Business” to grant funds to SMEs for the 
registration of trademarks and designs on a European and national scale, 
and in the launch of a new dedicated website to provide information to 
SMEs about IP.

For information 
about IPA 2021  
please go to the 

UIBM website 

https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/all-expo-di-dubai-il-meglio-del-design-industriale-italiano-con-la-mostra-italia-geniale-promossa-dal-ministero-dello-sviluppo-economico
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/intellectual-property-award-ipa-2021-nominata-la-commissione-di-valutazione-delle-candidature-presentate
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Within the European Patent Network, the Directorate has entered 
into a new three-year agreement (2021-2023) for collaboration with 
the European Patent Office (EPO), which provides for information and 
training activities, convergence of practices and IT projects. It also 
participated in the public thematic consultations launched by the EPO 
and continued collaboration in the preparation activities related to 
the introduction of the European patent with unitary effect and its 
promotion.

Moreover, the DGTPI-UIBM is represented in the political governance of 
the following EU and international intergovernmental bodies, responsible 
for the managing of the various industrial property titles: EUIPO, CPVO, 
EPO, WIPO, UPOV – with attendance, with the right to vote, to the 
meetings of the respective Boards of Directors, General Assemblies, 
Committees.

In 2021, the Directorate intensified multilateral international 
collaboration within the framework of Group B and Group B plus, in 
particular on the harmonization of patent legislation on the grace 
period and attended the G7 conference, under the UK Presidency, 
entitled “G7 Heads of IP Office Conversation”, within which a joint 
declaration was adopted on IP and health, new frontier technologies, IPR 
protection, collaboration with WIPO.

The Directorate continued to participate in the interinstitutional 
table coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation (MAECI) and the Department for European Policies (DEP) in 
order to ensure Italian participation in the Unified Patent Court (UPC).

In terms of bilateral cooperation, the Directorate continued the dialogue 
and exchange of experiences, policies and administrative good practices 
in IP protection and fight against counterfeiting with the national 
trademark and patent offices of the EU and partner countries.
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In 2021, the challenge of responding in an increasingly effective, 
complete and timely manner to the needs of enterprises, citizens and 
professionals led the DGTPI-UIBM to take important measures to 
complete the digitization of the administrative procedures for managing 
IP right applications and to increase the protection and security of data, 
information, applications and computer networks. All IT interventions, 
both in terms of applications and infrastructures, were carried out paying 
great attention to the protection of users’ privacy pursuant to Reg. 
(EU) 2016/679 regarding personal data protection (GDPR), entered into 
force throughout Europe on 25 May 2018, as well as the cyber security 
policies imposed by the relevant bodies.

The Directorate General has therefore strengthened the digital archives 
and databases made available to users to provide useful documents, 
services and information, improving their functionality and online access. 
The various databases, both those managed directly by the UIBM and 
those promoted in conjunction with other partners, were thus improved 
and new functions and advanced search systems were implemented, 
also in accordance with the objectives underlying the “Lines of intervention 
on Industrial Property for the 2021-2023 period”. 

1 Bibliographic and Documentary Database of 
Applications for Italian Industrial Property 

The bibliographic and documentary database of applications and 
industrial property rights, which has collected all types of information 
relating to the filing of IP right applications since 1989, was further 
implemented in 2021 with new functions that allow to perform, in 
addition to the usual surveys, also specific research on:
• Patent applications for industrial invention and utility model by date of 

publication;
• Complementary Protection Certificates (CCP) by certificate expiry date;
• Applications for transcription of IP right transfer with a specific subject 

as transferor or transferee. 

Furthermore, in 2021, the publication of the documentation of the 
patents granted was resumed, every six months, with a summary sheet 
from which it is now possible to consult both the submitted file and the 
final granting file.

This database is the most used by users among the databases managed 
by DGTPI-UIBM. 

1 Improving the Industrial 
Property (IP) protection 
system 
1.2 Allowing for the use of rapid, 

effective, and low-cost 
procedures

1.3 Encouraging integration 
between systems and 
the development of new 
application services 

1.5 Optimizing the 
complementary protection 
certificate system 

2 Encouraging the use of IP, 
in particular by SMEs
2.4 Valorisation of the outcomes 

of public research through 
patent promotion

3 Facilitating access 
to patents and their 
knowledge 
3.3 Providing patent information 

LINES OF INTERVENTION ON 
INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
FOR THE 2021-2023 PERIOD

CHAPTER 5
Digitalization and Streamlining: Databases
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2 Online procedure for International Trademark 
Applications  

For the extension abroad of a trademark already registered in Italy, 
the DGTPI-UIBM has recently activated a new and streamlined online 
procedure. In addition to the usual application submission procedure 
with the CCIAA, in paper format, from 20 December 2021 it is possible to 
file applications for international extension of a national trademark also 
online.

Users can access the section of the UIBM institutional website dedicated 
to “Servizi online”, select the “International trademark registered in Italy” 
option, enter the required data and attach the related documents.

3 National Database of Biotechnological and Life 
Science inventions: List of Pharmaceutical Patents 

In 2021, also due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the DGTPI-UIBM 
has been paying increasing attention to the National Database of 
Biotechnological and Life Science inventions, the digital space 
developed in 2013 to collect the applications filed in Italy from the 1st July 
2008 for patents classified in the field of biotechnology according to the 
list of the International Patent Classification (IPC).

This archive provides users with a great amount of information on Italian 
biotechnological innovation, which will play an increasingly leading role in 
the international scenario, thanks to the wide-ranging applications in the 
health, industry and pharmaceutical sectors.

With regard to the pharmaceutical field, in compliance with the EU 
Regulation 2019/933 which introduces some exceptions to the 
extension of the patent protection provided for by the Complementary 
Protection Certificate for medicines, the UIBM website reports the list of 
pharmaceutical patents filed between 2001 and 2011 not protected by 
a CCP, including the 24 pharmaceutical patents for medicines that ceased 
in 2021 along with additional information provided voluntarily by the 
owners of the patents.

Please go to the 
section of the UIBM 

website focused 
on Online services 

for application 
submission

Please go to the 
section of the UIBM 

website focused 
on Bibliographic 

and Documentary 
Database of 

Applications for 
Italian Industrial 

Property  

• 14,000 patent granting files published (of a total of approximately 50,000 files included 
in the database);

• 85,000 patent submission files published (of a total of approximately 280,000 files 
included in the database).Re

su
lts 4 PATIRIS Platform

In 2021, the Patiris platform was completely restructured from a technical 
point of view and the services provided were increased. This is a database 
that allows to easily access information relating to patents filed by 
national research bodies through a specific search tool, which the DGTPI-
UIBM has created in collaboration with the NETwork Association for the 
Enhancement of University Research - NETVAL, to make a permanent 
Observatory of patenting available to national research bodies.

The original web service has been developed and improved to obtain 
this new version of PATIRIS which has a renewed graphic interface, 
according to the “AGID - Linee guida di design per i servizi web della Pubblica 
Amministrazione” [AGID Guidelines for the design of Public Administration 
websites], and which includes some new features, such as different 
search criteria to be used both individually and in combination with each 
other and the possibility of obtaining data and information based on the 
“patent families” generated by the Italian public research.

5 Knowledge Share Platform

Knowledge-Share is the largest patent platform in Italy, completely free 
and developed by the DGTPI-UIBM, within the evolution of the PATIRIS 
project, in collaboration with Politecnico di Torino and NETVAL, to support 
University technological transfer processes and better matching demand 
and supply.

Please go to the 
UIBM website 
section of the  

Database of 
Biotechnological 
and Life Science 

inventions 

Please go to the 
section focused 
on the PATIRIS 
platform of the 

MISE website

Please go to the 
list of patents 
not protected 
by protection 

complementary 
certificate 

• 1 new data source, the OPS (Open Patent Services) provided by the European Patent 
Office (EPO);

• 23 new research institutes mapped (of a total of 119, including: 98 Universities and 21 
Public Research Bodies);

• 1 link to the Knowledge-Share (K-S) platform which allows, through the references 
in the dynamic reports located in the home page, to access the patent files entered 
by each institution in K-S to facilitate contacts between academic research and the 
business world.

Re
su

lts

https://servizionline.uibm.gov.it/deposito-online-new/pubblica/index.html
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/bancadati/home/index/
https://www.uibm.gov.it/biotech/index.html
https://www.uibm.gov.it/biotech/index.html
https://www.uibm.gov.it/biotech/index.html
https://www.uibm.gov.it/biotech/index.html
https://patiris.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/
https://uibm.mise.gov.it/attachments/category/222/ListaFarmaci_%20dicembre_2020.pdf
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• Additional 10 institutions, including Universities, Public Research bodies and Scientific 
Institutes for Research, Hospitalization and Healthcare involved, for a total of 80 
institutions;

• 5,000 users having access to the platform on average per month, constantly increasing 
in number;

• Additional 100 patents published, for a total of 1,400.

Since the platform activation:

• 3,000 company profiles collected:

- 1,300 as platform users;

- 1,700 as subscribers to the Tech Share Day ecosystem;

• More than 150 contacts generated between the industrial system and the academic 
world.

Re
su

lts

Please go to the 
Knowledge Share 

platform

https://www.knowledge-share.eu/
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In the first half of the year 2021 the “Lines of intervention on Industrial 
Property for the 2021-2023 period” were adopted, which defined the 
direction to be followed in the coming years, while in the second half of 
the year, the first activities were implemented.

In the next two years, the “Lines” will be fully implemented: the 
Directorate General will have to address some challenges that may be 
even more demanding than those faced in 2021.

In particular, the activities of the 2022-2023 period will concern the 
following:
• the regulatory framework for the sector, from the completion of the 

legislative and regulatory process for the revision of the Industrial 
Property Code and the related Implementing Regulation, to all the 
activities required for the entry into operation of the new procedure for 
invalidity and revocation of trademarks, by January 2023;

• the development of the new IP information system for the 
implementation of which, this year, the works will be awarded on the 
basis of the technical characteristics identified in the feasibility study 
carried out in 2021;

• the promotion of an Industrial Property culture, for which the 
Directorate will increasingly involve the university system, in particular 
by creating, with the collaboration of NETVAL, a new II level master 
called “IP Valorisation for Knowledge Exchange & Impact (KEI)” which will 
increase the specific educational offer concerning IP;

• the promotion of the culture of legality for an increasingly incisive fight 
against counterfeiting, by studying the phenomenon more deeply, 
along with the most recent developments (for example, counterfeiting 
on web commerce platforms), also involving the school and educational 
world and with interventions in favor of the institutional subjects in 
charge of fighting against the crimes in this sector;

• the framework of EU coordination in TRIPs-WTO, which includes 
the works related to the proposal for a moratorium on patents and 
other intellectual property rights to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic 
emergency around the world, and those aimed at the introduction of 
the unitary patent package, expected by the end of 2022.
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